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Annex B

Extracts from the 1975 Rules (including MAIB annotation showing calculation of Vessel Numeral 
Value for St Amant)
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The Secretary of State, after consulting with organisations referred to in section 
7(2) of the Fishing Vessels (Safety Provisions) Act 1970(a) in exercise of powers 
conferred by sections 1(1) and 2(1) of that Act and section427 of the Merchant 
Shipping Act 1894(b) as substituted by section 2 of the Merchant Shipping 
(Safety Convention) Act 1949(c) and amended by section 9 of the Merchant 
Shipping Act 1964(d) and in exercise of powers conferred by section 86 of the 
Merchant Shipping Act 1970(e) and now vested in him (f) and of all other 
powers enabling him in that behalf, hereby makes the following Rules:-

PART I 

GENERAL 

Citation, application, commencement, interpretation and atnendment 

1.- (1) These Rules may be cited as the Fishing Vessels (Safety Provisions) 
Rules 1975. 

(2) These Rules apply to every mechanically propelled sea-going fishing 
vessel registered in the United Kingdom under Part I or entered in the fishing 
boat register under Part IV of the Merchant Shipping Act 1894. 

(3) Parts I, III, and IV of these Rules shall come into operation on I st 
May 1975. 

(4) All remaining Parts of these Rules shall come into operation-

(a) in respect of fishing vessels to which these Rules apply other than 
fishing vessels described in sub-paragraphs (b) and (c) of this Rule-

(i) if the keel of the vessel was laid before 1st January 1947-
. on 1st October 1975 for vessels of 21 metres in length and over; 
on 1st April 1976 for vessels of 18 metres in length and over 

but less than 21 metres in length ; 
on 1st October 1976 for vessels of 15 metres in length and over 

but less than 18 metres in length; 
on 1st April 1977 for vessels of less than 15 metres in length; 

(ii) if the keel of the vessel was laid on or after 1st January 1947 but 
before 1st January 1960-

on 1st October 1977 for vessels of 21 metres in length and over; 
on 1st April 1978 for vessels of 18 metres in length and over 

but less than 21 metres in length; 
on 1st October 1978 for vessels of 15 metres in length and over 

but less than 18 metres in length; 
on 1st April 1979 for vessels of less than 15 metres in length; 

(iii) if the keel of the vessel was laid on or after 1st January 1960 but 
before 1st May 1975-

on 1st October 1979 for vessels of21 metres in length and over; 
on 1st Aprill980 for vessels of 18 metres in length and over 

but less than 21 metres in length; 

(a) 1970 c. 27. (b) 1894 c. 60. (c) 1949 c. 43. 
(d) 1964 c. 47. (e) 1970 c. 36. 
(f) See S.I. 1965/ 145 and S.T. 1970/ 1537 (1965 I, p 438; 1970 lU, p. 5293). 
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on 1st October 1980 for vessels of 15 metres in length and over 
but less than 18 metres in length; 

on 1st April 1981 for vessels of less than J 5 metres in length. 

(iv) if the keel of the vessel was laid on or after 1st May 1975 pursuant 
to an agreement for the construction of the vessel entered into 
before that date, on 1st Aprill980; 

(v) if the keel of the vessel was laid on or after 1st May 1975 pursuant 
to an agreement for the construction of the vessel entered into on 
or after that date, on 1st July 1975; 

(b) in the case of fishing vessels engaged on single or twin boom fishing to 
which these Rules apply, if the keel of the vessel was laid on or after 
lst January 1947 but before lst May 1975, on 1st July 1977; 

(c) in the case of fishing vessels of 24·4 metres in length and over to which 
these Rules apply, other than fishing vessels referred to in sub-paragraph 
4(b) of this Rule, which at lst May 1975 are vessels-

(i) classed with Lloyd's Register of Shipping and which continue to be 
so classed until 1st April 1980; or 

(ii) in respect of or in connection with which a grant or loan has been 
made or is to be made under the Sea Fish Industry Act 1970(a) and 
which are thereby subject to inspection by a person authorised by 
the White Fish Authority or Herring Industry Board and continue 
to be subject to such inspection until 1st April 1980 

on 1st Aprill980. 

(5) In these Rules, unless the context otherwise requires, the following 
expressions have the following meanings respectively:-

" 'A' class division" means a bulkhead or part of a deck which is-

( a) constructed of steel or other equivalent material; 

(b) suitably stiffened; 

(c) so constructed as to be capable of preventing the passage of smoke 
and flame to the end of the 60 minute standard fire test; and 

(d) so insulated where necessary with suitable non-combustible materials 
such that, if the division is exposed to the standard fire test, the 
average temperature of the unexposed side of the division will rise 
not more than 139°C above the initial temperature nor will the tem
perature at any one point, including any joint, rise more than 180°C 
above the initial temperature within the time Listed below: 

A-60 standard .................. 60 minutes 
A- 0 standard .................. 0 minutes 

" 'B' class divisions" means those divisions formed by bulkheads, decks, 
ceilings or linings which-

(a) are so constructed as to be capable of preventing the passage of 
flame to the end of the first 30 minutes of the standard fire test; 

(b) have an insulation value such that during the standard fire test the 
average temperature of the unexposed side will not rise more than 

(a) 1970 c. J I. 
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raises either its internal temperature or the temperature of the test furnace 
more than 50°C above 750°C when tested in accordance with British Standard 
Specification 476; Part 4; 1970 and the expression "combustible material" 
shall be construed accordingly; 

"Oil fired boiler" means any boiler wholly or partly fired by liquid fuel 
not being a domestic boiler of less than 73·28 kilowatts; 

"Oil fuel unit" means the equipment used for the preparation of oil fuel 
for delivery to the oil burners of an oil-fired boiler or that used to prepare 
heated oil for delivery to an internal combustion engine and includes the oil 
pressure pumps, filters and heaters; 

"Person" means a person over the age of one year; 
"Principal Length" means the length measured in metres on a straight line 

from the fore part of the stem at top to the aftermost side of the transom or 
stern contour; 

"Principal Breadth" means the maximum breadth measured in metres on 
a straight line to the outside of the frame lines of a vessel the hull of which 
is constructed of metal or to the outer surfaces of a vessel the hull of which 
is constructed of oilier material; 

"Principal Depth" means the depth measured in metres at the mid point 
of the Principal Length as the vertical distance from the top of the deck beam 
at side to the top of the keel or line at the intersection of the inside of the 
shell plating with the keel where a bar keel extends above that line in a vessel 
the hull of which is constructed of metal or to the lower rabbet line of the 
keel of a vessel the hull of which is constructed of other material; 

"Sea going" means proceeding outside the limits of smooth or partially 
smooth waters as specified in Schedule 24 to these Rules; 

"Service space" .includes galleys, pantries, laundries, store rooms, paint 
rooms, carpenters' workshops and trunkways leading to such spaces; 

"Settling tank" means an oil storage tank in which oil fuel is heated in 
the course of its preparation for combustion in boilers and machinery and 
which has a heating surface of not less titan 0·18 square metres per tonne of 
oil capacity; 

"Standard fire test" means a test in which specimens of the relevant 
bulkheads or decks, having a surface area of not less than 4·6 square metres 
and a height of 2·4 metres, resembling as closely as possible the intended 
construction and including, where appropriate, at least one joint, are exposed 
in a test furnace to a series of time temperature relationships, approximately 
as follows:-

At the end of the first 5 minutes : 538°C 
At the end of the first 10 minutes: 704°C 
At the end of the first 30 minutes : 843°C 
At the end of the first 60 minutes: 927°C; 

"Steering gear power unit" means 
(a) in the case of electric steering gear, the electric motor and its associ

ated electrical equipment; or 
(b) in the case of electro-hydraulic steering gear, the electric motor, its 

associated electrical equipment and connected pump; or 
(c) in the case of steam-hydraulic or pneumatic-hydraulic steering gear, 

the driving engine and connected pump; 
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"Suitable'' in relation to material means suitable for the purpose for whicn 
it is used; 

"Superstructure" means a decked structure (including a raised quarter 
deck) on the freeboard deck e ither extending from side to side of the vessel 
or with the side plating not being inboard of tlte shell plating more than 4 
per cent of the breadth of the vessel; 

"Superstructure deck" means that complete or partial deck or the top of 
a superstructure, deckhouse or other erections situated at a height of not 
less than 1·8 metres above the freeboard deck; 

"Surface spread of flame" means the surface spread of flame classified as 
Class 1 or Class 2 within the meaning of British Standard Specification 476 ; 
Part 7; 1971; 

"Vessel Numeral" means the product obtained by multiplying together 
the Principal Length by the Principal Breadth by the Principal Depth; 

"Watertight" in relation to a structure means capable of preventing the 
passage of water through the structure in any direction; 

"Weathertight" in relation to a structure means capable of preventing the 
passage of sea water through the structure in ordinary sea conditions. 

(6) The Interpretation Act 1889(a) shall apply for the interpretation of these 
Rules as it applies for the interpretation of an Act of Parliament. 

(7) The Merchant Shipping (Life-Saving Appliances) Rules 1965(b) as 
amended (c), and the Merchant Shipping (Fire Appliances) Rules 1965(d) shall 
be amended as follows: 

(a) In Rule 1(2) of each of the said Rules there shall be inserted in the 
appropriate places alphabetically the words" ' 'Fishing vessel" has the 
same meaning as in the Fishing Vessels (Safety Provisions) Act 1970"; 

(b) In the proviso to Rule 1(3) of each of the said Rules, there shall be 
added after paragraph (ii) as paragraph (iii): 

"(iii) mechanically propelled fishing vessels registered in the United 
Kingdom under Part I or entered in the fishing boat register under 
Part IV of the Merchant Shipping Act 1894". 

(8) The Merchant Shipping (Musters) Rules 1965(e) shall be amended as 
follows: 

In the proviso to Rule 1(3) there shall be added at the end of the proviso 
the words "or to a fishing vessel as defined in section 9(1) of the Fishing 
Vessels (Safety Provisions) Act 1970, being a mechanically propelled fishing 
vessel registered in the United Kingdom under Part I or entered in the fishing 
boat register under Part IV of the Merchant Shipping Act 1894". 

(9) The Merchant Shipping (Official Log Books) (Fishing Vessels) Regulations 
1972(f) shall be amended as follows: 

In Regulation 1(2), there shall be substituted for the definition of " the 
Musters Rules" the words ""the Musters Rules" means the Fishing Vessels 
(Safety Provisions) Rules 1975 so far as the same relate to musters;" . 

(a) 18&9 c. 63. (b) S.I. 1965/1105 (1965 II, p. 2940). 
(c) The amendiug Rules are not relevant to the subject-matter of these Rules. 
(d) S.I. 1965/1106 (1965 U, p. 3012). (e) S.J. 1965/1113 (1965 II, p. 3153). 
(f) S.I. 1972/1873 (1972l!J, p. 5454). 
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For St Amant, Vessel Numeral = Principal Length x Principal Breadth x Principal Depth
         = 17.83m x 5.41m x 2.59m
         = 249.8
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. r t h been prepared any change 
(5) In every such vessel U:· after tbe.mut ster ~~te~tion in the mu'ster list, the 

takes place in the crew which necess1ta es an . 
skipper shall either revise the list or prepare a new hst. 

(6) In every such vessel, copies of t~e muster list shall be posted in the crew's 
quarters and at the main control statio~ before the vessel proceeds to sea and 
shall be kept so posted while the vesselts at sea. 

Training 
120.- (l) In vessels of 24·4 metres in length and over to which these Rules 

apply musters of the crew shall take place at the commencement of each voyage 
and at intervals of not more than 14 days thereafter, and if more than 25% of 
the crew have been replaced at any port one of such musters shall take place 
within 48 hours of leaving that port to ensure that the crew understand and are 
drilled in the duties assigned to them in the event of an emergency. 

(2) In vessels of 12 metres in length and over but less than 24·4 metres iu 
length to which these Rules apply the skipper shall ensure that the crew a re 
trained in the use of all life-saving and fire· appliances and equipment with 
which the vessel is provided and shall ensure that all members of the crew know 
where the equipment is stowed and such training shall be carried out at 
intervals of not more than one month. 

(3) In vessels of 75 metres in length and over to which these Rules apply 
drills shall be so arranged that every lifeboat is swung out at least once per 
month and, if reasonable and practicable, lowered at least once every four 
months. 

(4) In vessels of 24·4 metres in length and over but less than 75 metres in 
length to which these Rules apply the Class C boat or inflatable boat shall be 
swung out at each drill and, if equipped with an engine, the engine shall be 
operated. 

Inspections 

121.- (1) In vessels of 24·4 metres in length and over to which these Rules 
apply life-saving and fire appliances and equipment shall be inspected when 
musters of the crew are held, and in any case at intervals of not more than one 
month to ensure that all equipment is in good condition and always ready for 
immediate use. 

(2) In vessels of 12 metres in length and over but less than 24·4 metres in 
length to which these Rules apply inspections of the life-saving equipment and 
fire appliances shall be made at intervals of not more than one month. 

Exceptional provisions 

PART l V 
EXCEPTIONAL PROVISIONS 

122. Where these Rules require that the hull or machinery of a vessel shall 
be constructed in a particular manner or that any particular equipment, fitting, 
material, appliance or apparatus shall be provided or that particular provisions 
shall be made, the hull or machinery of the vessel may be constructed in any 
other manner or any other equipment, fitting, material appliance or apparatus 
may be provided or other provision made which is at least as effective as that 
required by these Rllles. 
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Annex C

Extracts from the 15-24m Code





3

THE CODE OF
SAFE WORKING PRACTICE FOR

THE CONSTRUCTION AND USE OF
15 METRE (LOA) TO LESS THAN
24 METRE (L) FISHING VESSELS

FISHING VESSEL SAFETY BRANCH
BAY 1/30

SPRING PLACE
105 COMMERCIAL ROAD

SOUTHAMPTON
SO15 1EG

TEL: 0845 6014072 (Helpline)
FAX: 023 80329173

The Code of Practice for 15 m (LOA) to less than 24 m (L) Fishing Vessels
Effective from 23 November 2002
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1.2.15 “Decked vessel” means a vessel with a continuous watertight freeboard deck that
extends from stem to stern and has positive freeboard throughout, in any condition of
loading of the vessel;

1.2.16 “Deckhouse” or “Superstructure” means a permanent enclosed structure fitted on the
freeboard or superstructure deck;

1.2.17 “Depth” means the moulded depth; 

1.2.18 “Draught” means the vertical distance from the moulded base line amid-ships to the
operating water line of a vessel;

1.2.19 “Enclosed superstructure” means a superstructure with:

i) enclosing bulkheads of efficient construction;

ii) access openings, if any, in those bulkheads fitted with permanently attached
weathertight doors of a strength equivalent to the unpierced structure that can be
operated from either side; and

iii) other openings in sides or ends of the superstructure fitted with efficient
weathertight means of closing;

1.2.20 “Equivalent material” used in the expression “steel or other equivalent material” means
any non-combustible material which, by itself or due to insulation provided, has
structural and integrity properties equivalent to steel at the end of the applicable
exposure to the standard fire test (e.g. aluminium alloy with appropriate insulation);

1.2.21 “Existing vessel” means a fishing vessel the keel of which was laid or the construction
commenced before 23 November 2002;

1.2.22 “F” class divisions means those divisions formed by bulkheads, decks, ceilings or
linings that:

i) are so constructed as to be capable of preventing the passage of flame to the end of
the first 30 minutes of the standard fire test; and

ii) have an insulation value such that during the standard fire test the average
temperature of the unexposed side will not rise more than 139º centigrade above its
initial temperature, nor will the temperature at any one point, including any joint,
rise more than 225º centigrade above the original temperature, up to the end of the
first 30 minutes of the standard fire test;

The Certifying Authority may require a test of a prototype division, in accordance with
the procedures detailed in the Fire Test Procedures Code, to ensure that it meets the
above requirements for integrity and temperature rise;

1.2.23 “Fire Test Procedures Code” means the IMO Code for Application of Fire Test
Procedures;

1.2.24 “Fishing vessel” has the same meaning as in section 313 of the Merchant Shipping Act
1995;

1.2.25 “Float-free” in relation to life saving appliances means that method whereby the
appliance is automatically released from a sinking vessel and is ready for use;

1.2.26 “Freeboard” means the distance measured vertically downwards from the upper edge
of the freeboard deck to the waterline;

The Code of Practice for 15 m (LOA) to less than 24 m (L) Fishing Vessels
Effective from 23 November 2002
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1.2.53 “Skipper” means the crew member who commands the vessel or has responsibility for
it;

1.2.54 “SOLAS 1974 as amended” means the International Convention for the Safety of Life at
Sea, 1974, as amended at 23 November 2002;

1.2.55 “Standard fire test” is a test in which a specimen of the relevant bulkhead or deck is
exposed in a test furnace to temperatures corresponding approximately to a standard
time – temperature curve in accordance with the IMO Fire Test Procedures Code;

1.2.56 “Standards” such as BS (British Standard), EN (European Standard accepted by the
European Committee for Standardisation, CEN), IEC (International Electrotechnical
Commission) and ISO (International Organisation for Standardisation) identified in the
Code for reference purposes, should include any standards that amend or replace them;

1.2.57 “Superstructure” or “Deckhouse” means a permanent enclosed structure fitted on the
freeboard or superstructure deck;

1.2.58 “Superstructure deck” means that complete or partial deck or the top of a
superstructure, deckhouse or other erection situated at a height of more than 1.8 metres
above the freeboard deck;

1.2.59 “Survey” means either an initial survey or a renewal survey conducted at a maximum
period of 5 years from the recorded date of issue of the previous UK fishing vessel
certificate;

1.2.60 “Survival craft” means a craft capable of sustaining the lives of persons in distress from
the time of abandoning the vessel;

1.2.61 “UK fishing vessel” means a fishing vessel which meets the criteria set out in section
85(2)(a) of the Merchant Shipping Act 1995;

1.2.62 “UK Fishing Vessel Certificate” means a certificate issued in respect of a fishing vessel
under this Code, refer to Annex 1;

1.2.63 “Vessel” means a new or existing fishing vessel; 

1.2.64 “Watertight” in relation to a structure means capable of preventing the passage of water
through the structure in any direction under a head of water for which the surrounding
structure is designed;

1.2.65 “Weather deck” means the main deck that is exposed to the elements;

1.2.66 “Weathertight” means that in any sea conditions water will not penetrate into the
vessel.

1.3 APPLICATION AND INTREPRETATION

1.3.1 Application

1.3.1.1 The Code applies to all fishing vessels, registered in the UK, of 15 metres in
length overall to less than 24 metres registered length and will enter into force
on 23 November 2002.

The Code of Practice for 15 m (LOA) to less than 24 m (L) Fishing Vessels
Effective from 23 November 2002
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1.3.1.2 It is recognised that in a number of areas it would be impractical for
existing vessels to comply fully with the new provisions for construction
and permanently fitted equipment. Alternative arrangements or provisions
for existing vessels are identified individually for each section or paragraph
affected. E

1.3.1.3 With reference to section 1.3.1.2, owners of existing vessels may, and are
recommended to, comply with the Code as it applies to new vessels, instead
of complying with the alternative arrangements or provisions identified in
the Code for existing vessels. In such cases, the vessel should generally
comply with all the relevant provisions relating to new vessels in that part
of the Code. However, provided that an overall improvement in safety is
achieved (as compared with the standard achieved by compliance with the
alternative arrangements or provisions), the vessel will be taken to comply
with this Code if it complies with some rather than all the relevant
provisions in that part of the Code. E

1.3.1.4 Exemptions previously granted to vessels under the provisions of the
Fishing Vessels (Safety Provisions) Rules 1975, as amended, will continue
to apply and be recorded on the certificate unless otherwise required in the
Code. The conditions associated with those exemptions are individual
vessel provisions and need to be met for compliance with the Code. E

1.3.1.5 The application of the Code to new and existing vessels is indicated within
the body of the text by means of the following convention:

i) Normal text: section is applicable to new and existing vessels;

ii) Text in italics, N at right margin: section is applicable to new vessels only;

iii) Text in bold format, E at right margin: section is applicable to existing
vessels only

1.3.1.6 Where any provision of the Code is expressed in the conditional (ie. “should”)
then this provision shall be a requirement.

1.3.1.7 Where a provision in this Code requires equipment, machinery, an
arrangement or any other thing to be “to the satisfaction of the Certifying
Authority”, this means that the Certifying Authority is to determine whether
the equipment or machinery etc is suitable for its purpose and satisfies the
requirements of this Code.

1.3.2 Compliance with Code Requirements

1.3.2.1 To comply with the Code the vessel owner is responsible for ensuring that the
vessel:

i) is built, equipped, surveyed, certified and maintained and operated in
accordance with the relevant provisions of the Code;

ii) is subjected to annual self-certification inspections in accordance with
section 1.3.7;

iii) continues to comply with the requirements of the Code in service;

iv) is operated by appropriately qualified and certificated crew who have
completed mandatory training courses; and

v) is not operated as a fishing vessel without a valid UK fishing vessel
certificate being in force.

The Code of Practice for 15 m (LOA) to less than 24 m (L) Fishing Vessels
Effective from 23 November 2002
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1.3.3 Arrangements for Vessels Operating Solely within Categorised Waters

1.3.3.1 Vessels operated solely within categorised waters, as defined in Merchant
Shipping Notice No. M1758(M) – Categorisation of Waters, may, as an
alternative to complying with this Code, comply with the requirements of The
Fishing Vessels (Code of Practice for the Safety of Small Fishing Vessels)
Regulations 2001 and have equipment provided onboard, as required for a
decked vessel of the maximum length that is covered by that Code.

1.3.4 Surveys, Inspections and Certification

1.3.4.1 Every vessel should be surveyed and inspected in accordance with the
requirements of this Section:

i) an initial survey during and on completion of construction, or on transfer
to the UK register prior to the issue of a UK Fishing Vessel Certificate;

ii) certificate renewal surveys at intervals not exceeding 5 years;

iii) an inspection in accordance with 1.3.6 below;

iv) surveys during major repairs or modifications;

v) annual self-certification by the owner or a delegated representative.

1.3.4.2 Applications for survey or inspection should be made by or on behalf of the
owner of the vessel to the Certifying Authority giving reasonable notice, for
the survey or inspection to be carried out, at the port agreed with the
Certifying Authority.

1.3.4.3 A vessel may be examined by the MCA at any time to verify compliance with
Code requirements.

1.3.5 Initial Surveys, Surveys for Renewal of Certificates and Surveys during Repairs

1.3.5.1 A surveyor appointed by the Certifying Authority should survey the vessel in
order to verify that the vessel complies with the requirements of the Code and
such regulations as may apply to it.  The surveyor may require the vessel and
any of its machinery, fittings, equipment or arrangements to be submitted to
such tests and examinations as are considered necessary to demonstrate
compliance with the requirements of the Code.

1.3.5.2 On completion of the survey, the surveyor should provide the MCA with a
declaration of survey and a record of particulars in an agreed format.

1.3.5.3 Two copies of the record of particulars should be sent to the owner of the
vessel on completion of survey, one copy of which should be placed on board
for inspection at subsequent surveys.

1.3.5.4 When extensive repairs, modifications or alterations are carried out on an
existing vessel, then any such work should comply with the requirements
of this Code, as applicable to a new vessel, to the satisfaction of the
Certifying Authority. E

The Code of Practice for 15 m (LOA) to less than 24 m (L) Fishing Vessels
Effective from 23 November 2002

awarn
Highlight

awarn
Highlight

awarn
Highlight

awarn
Highlight

awarn
Highlight

awarn
Highlight

awarn
Highlight

awarn
Highlight

awarn
Highlight

awarn
Highlight

awarn
Highlight

awarn
Highlight

awarn
Highlight

awarn
Highlight

awarn
Highlight

awarn
Highlight



17

1.3.6 Inspections of Fishing Vessels

1.3.6.1 Every vessel having a valid United Kingdom Fishing Vessel Certificate
should be inspected not less than 24 months and not more than 36 months
from the recorded date of the vessel’s initial or previous renewal survey, by a
surveyor or inspector of the Certifying Authority. The inspection should
verify that the vessel continues to comply with the requirements of the Code.

1.3.6.2 When a satisfactory inspection has been carried out, the inspector should
endorse the Fishing Vessel Certificate accordingly.

1.3.7 Annual Self-Certification

1.3.7.1 In addition to compliance with the survey and inspection requirements that
are detailed in sections 1.3.5 and 1.3.6 above, the owner or a delegated
representative should check the vessel annually, at intervals of not more than
12 months, to confirm that:

i) all fire fighting appliances, life saving appliances and safety equipment
that are carried on board the vessel have been suitably maintained and
are within date;

ii) the Radio equipment is functioning correctly;

iii) the shipborne navigational equipment, nautical publications and lights,
shapes and sound signal appliances, that are required for compliance
with The Merchant Shipping (Distress Signals and Prevention of
Collisions) Regulations SI 1996, No. 75, are carried on board and are
functioning correctly;

iv) the risk assessment (see section 6.1.2) remains appropriate to the vessel’s
fishing method and mode of operation;

v) no known alteration, damage or deterioration to the vessel or its
equipment has occurred in service that would affect the vessel’s
compliance with the requirements of the Code or the vessel’s stability;

vi) weathertight doors and hatches are functioning correctly; and

vii) crew training and certification are valid.

1.3.7.2 On completion of each annual check, the owner should sign a declaration (in
the format detailed in Annex 2) confirming compliance with section 1.3.7.1
above and retain the declaration for subsequent inspection.

1.3.8 Certification

1.3.8.1 Issue and form of UK Fishing Vessel Certificates

1.3.8.1.1 If the Certifying Authority is satisfied that a vessel has been duly
surveyed in accordance with the provisions of this Code and is
found to comply with the requirements of the Code and other
relevant regulations issued under the powers of the Merchant
Shipping Act 1995; a UK Fishing Vessel Certificate, in the format set
out in Annex 1, will be issued by the MCA to the owner of the
vessel.
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CHAPTER 6 (PROTECTION OF THE CREW)

6.1 PROTECTION OF PERSONNEL

6.1.1 General

6.1.1.1 Owners should ensure that their vessels are operated without endangering
the safety and health of the crew.

6.1.1.2 The crew should be given training and instructions on health and safety
matters on board fishing vessels, and in particular, on accident prevention. 

6.1.2 Risk Assessment

6.1.2.1 All members of the crew or their representatives should be informed of all
measures to be taken regarding health and safety on board the vessel. Such
information should be easily understood by the persons concerned. 

6.1.2.2 A health and safety risk assessment (reference should be made to Regulation
7 of the Merchant Shipping and Fishing Vessels (Health and Safety at Work)
Regulations SI 1997, No. 2962) should be used to satisfy the obligation of
providing information to crew members of the measures taken for their own
protection.

6.1.2.3 Where risks to the safety and health of the crew cannot be prevented or
sufficiently limited by collective or technical means of protection, they should
be provided with personal protective equipment.

6.1.2.4 Personal protective equipment in the form of clothing or over clothing, should
be in bright colours, contrasting with the marine environment and clearly
visible. Reference should be made to The Merchant Shipping and Fishing
Vessels (Personal Protective Equipment) Regulations SI 1999, No 2205.

6.1.3 Precautions against falls including Bulwarks, Guard Rails and Hand Rails

6.1.3.1 To ensure the safety of persons against falls, including falling overboard, and
when the proper working of the vessel is not impeded, the perimeters of an
exposed deck and the tops of any deckhouse should be provided with a
combination of bulwarks, guardrails or taut wires of sufficient strength and at
a height of at least 1000 millimetres. These bulwarks, rails or wires should be
supported efficiently by stays or stanchions. The openings between the
courses of any rails or wires should not exceed 230 millimetres for the lowest
course and 380 millimetres for any other course. When application of such
measures would impede the proper working of the vessel, equivalent safety
measures may be considered.

6.1.3.2 On vessels constructed before 23 November 1995 the height of the
bulwarks, rails or wires referred to in sections 6.1.3.1 and 6.1.3.5 should be
at least 915 millimetres. E

6.1.3.3 If there is a risk that any member of the crew may fall through openings in the
deck, or from one deck to another, then so far as is reasonably practicable
adequate protection should be provided.
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6.1.3.4 Accesses to installations above the deck for operations or maintenance
purposes should be provided with guard rails or similar protective devices to
prevent falls and to ensure the crew’s safety. Where guard rails provide such
protection, they should be of appropriate height.

6.1.3.5 The minimum height above deck of any fixed bulwarks should be 
600 millimetres. All bulwark heights should be increased as necessary to not
less than 1000 millimetres (but see section 6.1.3.2) by adequate stanchions or
guard wires. 

6.1.3.6 Access stairways, ladderways and passageways should be provided with
hand rails as necessary and storm rails should be fitted on the outside of all
deck houses and casings.

6.1.3.7 Adequate guard rails, lifelines, gangways or passages should be provided for
the protection of persons on board the vessel when passing between their
quarters, machinery spaces and working spaces. 

6.1.3.8 On stern trawlers with ramps, the upper part of the ramp should be fitted
with a gate or similar protective guard, of the same height as the bulwarks or
adjacent structure, to protect the crew from the risks of falling into the ramp.
This gate or other device should be capable of being readily opened and
closed, preferably by remote means* and should be open only for shooting or
hauling the nets. Safety harnesses and lines should be worn when the gate is
open. See also section 6.1.4.2 below.

6.1.3.9 Stairways and ladders should be provided of size and strength adequate for
the safe working of the vessel at sea and in port. Stairways and ladders
should be provided with non-slip treads and hand rails.

Note: Sections 6.1.3.10 to 6.1.3.12 inclusive apply to all vessels constructed
on or after 23 November 1995 and, in so far as the structural
characteristics permit, vessels of 18 metres in length LBP and over
constructed before that date. N+E

6.1.3.10 Working areas should be kept clear and, so far as is reasonably practicable, be
protected from the sea and provide adequate protection for the crew against
falling on the vessel or falling overboard.

6.1.3.11 Handling areas should be sufficiently spacious, in terms of both height and
surface area.

6.1.3.12 A gangway or other suitable means, providing an appropriate and safe means
of boarding the vessel should be available.

6.1.4 Safety Harnesses

6.1.4.1 A vessel should be provided with at least 2 safety harnesses and additional
safety harnesses as necessary for all persons who may be required to work on
deck.

6.1.4.2 Efficient and permanent means for securing the lifelines of safety harnesses
should be provided on exposed decks.
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6.1.5 Surface of Working Decks

Note: Sections 6.1.5.1 to 6.1.5.2 inclusive apply to all vessels constructed on or after
23 November 1995 and, in so far as the structural characteristics permit,
vessels of 18 metres in length LBP and over constructed before that date. N+E

6.1.5.1 The surface of working decks and spaces accessible to the crew should be
non-slip or anti-slip or be provided with devices to prevent falls and kept free
of obstacles as far as possible.

6.1.5.2 Acceptable surfaces are: chequered plate; unpainted wood; a non-skid pattern
moulded into fibre reinforced plastic (FRP); non-slip deck paint; or an
efficient non-slip covering.

6.1.6 Winches, Tackles and Hoisting Gear

6.1.6.1 Every vessel that is provided with winches, tackles and hoisting gear should
have such gear properly installed having regard to the intended service of the
vessel.

6.1.6.2 All hoisting gear, hauling gear and related equipment should satisfy the
requirements of EU Council Directives 1989/391/EEC, 1995/63/EC and
1989/655/EEC as applicable. 

Note: Sections 6.1.6.3 to 6.1.6.13 inclusive apply to all vessels constructed
on or after 23 November 1995 and, in so far as the structural
characteristics permit, vessels of 18 metres in length LBP and over
constructed before that date. N+E

6.1.6.3 All equipment used in hoisting should be tested and examined at regular
intervals.

6.1.6.4 All parts of hauling gear, hoisting gear and related equipment should be
maintained in good repair and working order.

6.1.6.5 The controls for the hauling gear should be installed in an area sufficiently
large to enable operators to work unhindered.

6.1.6.6 The hauling gear should also have appropriate safety devices for
emergencies, including emergency stop facilities.

6.1.6.7 The hauling gear operator should have a clear view of the hauling gear and
any crew member working it.

6.1.6.8 If the hauling gear is controlled from the wheelhouse, the operator should
also have a clear view of the crew working it, either directly or via any other
suitable medium.

6.1.6.9 A reliable communications system should be used between the wheelhouse
and the working deck and the crew should be trained in the use of hand
signals.

6.1.6.10 A sharp look out should always be maintained and the crew warned of the
imminent danger of heavy oncoming seas during fishing operations or when
other work is being undertaken on deck.
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CHAPTER 8 (EMERGENCY PROCEDURES)

8.1 EMERGENCY PROCEDURES  

8.1.1 Inspections

8.1.1.1 Inspections of the life-saving equipment and fire appliances should be made
at intervals of not more than one month.

8.1.2 Drills

8.1.2.1 The skipper should ensure that the crew are trained in the use of all life-
saving and fire appliances and equipment with which the vessel is provided
and should ensure that all members of the crew know where the equipment is
stowed. Such training should be carried out in drills, held in port or at sea, at
intervals of not more than one month.

8.1.2.2 The drills referred to in section 8.1.2.1 should ensure that the crew thoroughly
understand and are exercised in the duties which they have to perform with
respect to the handling and operation of all life-saving, fire fighting and
survival equipment. Flooding drills should also be incorporated.

8.1.2.3 If a vessel carries 5 or more crew, a muster list should be provided with clear
instructions for each member of the crew, which should be followed in case of
emergency.

8.1.2.4 The times, dates and particulars of inspections and drills should be recorded
and available for future inspection.
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CHAPTER 10 (CREW ACCOMMODATION)

10.1 ACCOMMODATION

10.1.1 Vessel Requirements

Note: Sections 10.1.1.1 to 10.1.1.8 inclusive apply to all vessels constructed on or
after 23 November 1995 and, in so far as the structural characteristics permit,
vessels of 18 metres in length LBP and over constructed before that date. N+E

10.1.1.1 The crews living quarters, where they exist, should be such as to minimise
noise, vibration, the effects of motion and acceleration and unpleasant odours
from other parts of the vessel.

10.1.1.2 On vessels with crew accommodation, toilets, wash basins and if possible a
shower should be installed and the respective areas should be properly
ventilated.

10.1.1.3 Adequate stowage facilities for clothing and personal effects should be
provided for each person on board.

10.1.1.4 The galley and mess room, where these exist, should be of adequate size, well
lit and ventilated and easy to clean.

10.1.1.5 A refrigerator or other low temperature food storage should be provided

10.1.1.6 As far as is practicable, technical measures should be taken to reduce noise
levels in working and accommodation spaces

10.1.1.7 An electric lighting system should be installed that is capable of supplying
adequate light to all enclosed accommodation and working spaces.

10.1.1.8 An adequate supply of fresh drinking water should be provided

10.1.2 Additional Requirements for Vessels Constructed on or after 23 November 1995

10.1.2.1 The location, structure, soundproofing, means of insulation and layout of the
crew accommodation and means of access should be such as to provide
adequate protection against weather and sea, vibration, noise and unpleasant
odours from other parts of the vessel likely to disturb the crew during their
period of rest;

10.1.2.2 Where the design, dimensions or purpose of the vessel allow, the crew
accommodation should be located so as to minimise the effects of motion and
acceleration.

10.1.2.3 Appropriate measures should be taken as far as possible to protect non-
smokers from discomfort caused by tobacco smoke.

10.1.2.4 Appropriate lighting should be provided within the living quarters such that:

i) adequate general lighting is provided;

ii) reduced lighting is provided in way of crew sleeping spaces;

iii) local lighting is provided for each berth.
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10.1.2.5 On vessels with crew accommodation, shower facilities with hot and cold
running water should be provided.

10.1.2.6 Hot water supply systems (if fitted) should be suitably designed, installed
and fit for purpose.

10.1.2.7 Crew accommodation spaces should be properly ventilated to ensure a
constant supply of fresh air and to prevent condensation.

10.1.3 Recommendations for Existing Vessels of less than 18m in length LBP that are at sea
for more than 24 hours:

10.1.3.1 When a vessel is intended to be at sea for more than 24 hours an adequate
standard of accommodation should be provided on board. In considering
such accommodation, the primary concern should be directed towards
providing facilities that contribute to the health and welfare aspects of
those on board i.e. the sleeping accommodation, the ventilation, the
sanitary facilities, the lighting and the fresh water and galley services.
Whenever possible, consideration should be given to providing the
facilities that are detailed in section 10.1.1.  E

10.2 SIGNS

10.2.1 The following signs should be displayed where appropriate;

i) “Emergency escape” (Luminescent, Green/White) to indicate escape routes;

ii) “Keep closed at sea” (Blue/White) on both sides of those doors which require to be
closed at sea to satisfy stability requirements;

iii) “First Aid” (Green/White) at the first aid locker;

iv) “Fire-fighting equipment”, (Red/White) for fire extinguishers, CO2 release stations,
fire hydrants and hose stowage and push button alarms;

v) “Oil discharge prohibited at sea” (Blue/White) at overboard discharges that are
capable of discharging oily bilge water;

vi) Other signs, when identified through risk assessment.

Refer also to The Merchant Shipping and Fishing Vessels (Safety Signs and Signals)
Regulations, SI 2001 No. 3444 and MSN 1763 (M+F).
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Annex D

Photos of DSC alert and “Mayday” transmission procedures posted in the wheelhouse of 
St Amant









Annex E

Photos of relevant extracts from St Amant risk assessments

























Annex F

Extract from the 1977 Handbook of Exemptions
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